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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 KINSHA 00575 2II602Z 
ACTION SCSE-00 

INFO OCT-OI AF-08 ISO-00 PC-05 SSO-00 AID-05 CIAE-00 
DODE-00 FDRE-00 HEW-06 INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 PRS-01 
DHA-02 SCA-OI EB-08 10-13 INRE-00 SS-I5 NSCE-00 NSC-05 
/079 W 

2II609Z 129175/54 

OR211545ZJAN77 
FM AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1384 
USIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY BUJUMBURA 
AMEMBASSY KIGALI 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMCONSUL BUKAVU 

UNCLAS KINSHASA 0575 

DEPT PLEASE PASS PEACE CORPS AND AID/OFDA 

USIA PASS lOP, IBS, lAA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CASC, CGEN, CG 

SUBJECT: VOLCANO ERUPTION NEAR GOMA, ZAIRE 
REE: KINSHASA 0352 AND PREVIOUS 

1. AMCONSUL BUKAVU HAS RECEIVED LETTER DATED JANUARY 17 FROM 
REGIONAL COMMISSIONER OE KIVU REGION STATING THAT OEFICIAL DEATH 
TOLL CONSEQUENT VOLCANO ERUPTION NOW THIRTY-EIGHT (38) PERSONS; 

400 DWELLINGS DESTROYED; POPULATION OF AFFECTED AREA 1 1,000. 

NUMBER OF PERSONS HOMELESS NOT KNOWN BUT IT IS SAFE TO ASSUME 
AT LEAST FIVE (5) PERSONS PER DESTROYED HOUSEHOLD; I.E., 2000 
PEOPLE. 

2. BELGIAN SOURCES IN KINSHASA SPECULATE THAT MOST SERIOUS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 KINSHA 00575 211602Z 

IMMEDIATE PROBLEM IS THE OBSTRUCTION OE THE GOMA-RUTSHURU- 
KISANGANI ROAD. GOMA IS ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY PROVISIONED FROM 
THE NORTH AND THE FIRST SIGNS OF SHORTAGES ARE APPEARING. THE 
CLOSING OF THE ROAD ALSO SEPARATES GOMA FROM THE VIRUNGA 
GAME PARK, AN IMPORTANT SOURCE OF TOURIST INCOME FOR THE CITY. 
CUTLER 
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Document Number: 1977KINSHA00575 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 
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Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 
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